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better respond to it. We can either 
learn from that lesson or repeat it. The 
balanced budget amendment passed the 
Senate in the 1980s and failed in the 
House. Then it passed in the nineties in 
the House and failed in the Senate. 
This is the moment we will either 
doom the next generation of Americans 
to more financial uncertainty or we 
will solve the problem. 

A balanced budget amendment solves 
the S&P and Moody’s rating question 
because it settles the issue forever that 
we will live within our means. While 
this body should be able to make tough 
choices, we all know full well this body 
will make the tough choices only when 
it has to. It has always been that way; 
it always will be that way. A balanced 
budget amendment gives future Con-
gresses the gift of a moment each year 
when they must make tough choices. 
Let’s bring up the amendment. 

Let’s send it to the States for a vote. 
It is the ultimate ‘‘allow the people to 
speak’’ moment. I think Americans get 
this more than Washington gets this. 
Forty-nine of our 50 States have a 
structure in place right now for a bal-
anced budget every single year. They 
make it work every year. We can too. 
The only fear from Washington is the 
inability to spend more money at will 
and to control the States with our pref-
erences and money. 

At the end of this labor, if we birth a 
balanced budget amendment, all the 
pain of this process will have been 
worth it. Let’s show the Nation we can 
work together. Let’s solve the debt 
problem. Let’s take up and pass a bal-
anced budget amendment to the Con-
stitution, and then let’s get to work in 
solving our debt crisis. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 7 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 2 p.m. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at 2 p.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. We ask Your bless-
ing upon this assembly and upon all to 
whom the authority of government is 
given. We pray that Your spirit of rec-
onciliation and peace, of goodwill and 
understanding, will prevail on the 
hearts and in the lives of us all. 

Encourage the Members of this 
House, O God, to use their abilities and 
talents in ways that bring righteous-

ness to this Nation and to all people. 
Ever remind them of the needs of the 
poor, the homeless or forgotten, and 
those who live without freedom or lib-
erty. May they be instruments of jus-
tice for all citizens. May Your spirit 
live with them, and with each of us, 
and may Your grace surround us and 
those we love that in all things we may 
be the people You would have us be in 
service to this great Nation. 

May all that is done within the peo-
ple’s House this day be for Your great-
er honor and glory. Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Indiana (Mr. VIS-
CLOSKY) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

HIGHER TAXES KILL JOBS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, sadly, with the unemploy-
ment rate rising on Friday, today’s In-
vestor’s Business Daily’s lead editorial 
is correct: With unemployment now at 
9.2 percent and job growth at a stand-
still, is there anyone not blinded by 
ideology or rank partnership who can’t 
see that Obama’s spend-and-regulate 
economic plan has been an utter fail-
ure?’’ Citing that the unemployment 
rate has dipped below 9 percent in only 
5 of the President’s 29 months in office, 
the verdict is clear: ‘‘No President 
since the Great Depression can match 
that record of failure.’’ 

On Friday, The Hill proclaimed the 
President’s campaign responds that 
people won’t vote based on the unem-
ployment rate. I believe the American 
people know better. Even worse, now 
liberals are pushing harder for tax in-
creases that will kill jobs. Liberals do 
not understand, as The Lexington 
County Chronicle explained, people’s 
income belongs to them and does not 
belong to the government. Tax in-
creases hurt small businesses and kill 
jobs. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

SUPPORTING ENERGY AND WATER 
APPROPRIATIONS BILL 

(Mrs. BIGGERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BIGGERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of H.R. 2354. I commend the 
work of my colleagues, Chairman 
FRELINGHUYSEN and Ranking Member 
VISCLOSKY of Energy and Water Devel-
opment appropriations, for their efforts 
to balance important energy and infra-
structure funding in nuclear energy, 
the Army Corps of Engineers, and in 
particular the Office of Science. 

Strong funding at DOE is critical for 
the development of future reactor tech-
nologies and licensing for new nuclear 
and small modular nuclear power. 
Similarly, healthy funding for the 
Army Corps of Engineers is vital to our 
waterway commerce, protection from 
invasive species and water quality in 
the Midwest. 

Finally, by maintaining our invest-
ment in the Office of Science, Congress 
will preserve our capacity to innovate, 
enhance our competitive edge in the 
global economy, and create good Amer-
ican jobs well into the future. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask my colleagues to sup-
port the Office of Science. 

f 

ENOUGH OF THE BACKROOM 
DEALS 

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, enough 
with the backroom dealing on the debt 
ceiling. The debate has continued for 
months behind closed doors in the pro-
verbial ‘‘smoke-filled room’’ with noth-
ing to show for the effort. As a con-
gressman, why should I be forced to pe-
ruse cable stations and blog sites for 
information on the discussions—and 
then be asked to vote for the deal when 
I have no input and no time to know 
even what’s in it? 

Let’s pull back the shades and open 
the window. Let’s put the sunlight and 
fresh air on this discussion. Should we 
cut spending? Should we reform enti-
tlements? Should we have a balanced 
budget amendment? 

Mr. Speaker, let Congress do its job 
and put the debate right here on the 
floor. Let’s do this in the people’s 
House for everyone to see. This will be 
the way the people and their choice 
come to fruition. 

f 

DON’T TAX JOB CREATORS 

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, another 
week, and another week that our fiscal 
problems in this country are unsolved. 
We saw the jobs report—18,000 jobs cre-
ated when we need 350,000 jobs created 
in order to get our unemployment rate 
back down to 5 percent. And who can 
blame our job creators when all the 
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talk in Washington now appears to be 
about how we can raise taxes on those 
job creators? 

I don’t care whether we call it ex-
penditures in our tax code or revenues, 
what they are are taxes on our job cre-
ators, and our job creators have re-
sponded by not creating jobs. Mr. 
Speaker, what they want is they want 
to know that Washington understands 
how to solve this problem. They want 
to know that we know that we can cut 
our spending, we can cap our future 
spending. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s time for a balanced 
budget amendment to the Constitution 
of the United States. Forty-nine of the 
50 States have it. We should have it 
here in Washington so that we never 
have to face again the question of how 
high to raise our debt ceiling and how 
far to put our children in debt. 

f 

GAINESVILLE, GEORGIA—BEST 
CITY 

(Mr. GRAVES of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. GRAVES of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Gainesville, 
Georgia, for earning a spot in the Top 
100 ‘‘Best Cities for Job Growth in 
2011.’’ 

This award is a testament to the 
small business owners and the entre-
preneurs in Gainesville who work hard 
every day to innovate and to grow de-
spite the pressures put on them from 
Washington and this challenging eco-
nomic climate. To make the Top 100, 
the city of Gainesville was measured 
on recent growth as well as growth 
over the last 5 years. 

Driving the success were the entre-
preneurs who created 34 new businesses 
or grew existing ones. They collec-
tively brought in 1,140 new jobs to 
Gainesville and nearly $250 million in 
capital investment. I’m proud to rep-
resent Gainesville in Congress and 
proud of the hard work of my neighbors 
in Georgia. Today, the city of Gaines-
ville stands a little bit taller because 
of the hard work of the entrepreneurs 
in north Georgia. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the further consideration of H.R. 
2354, and that I may include tabular 
material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOP-
MENT AND RELATED AGENCIES 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2012 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

GRAVES of Georgia). Pursuant to House 

Resolution 337 and rule XVIII, the 
Chair declares the House in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union for the further consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2354. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
2354) making appropriations for energy 
and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes, 
with Mr. POE of Texas in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. When the Committee of 

the Whole rose on Friday, July 8, 2011, 
all time for general debate had expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the Chair may accord pri-
ority in recognition to a Member offer-
ing an amendment who has caused it to 
be printed in the designated place in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. Those 
amendments will be considered read. 

The Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

H.R. 2354 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of 

Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, That the following 
sums are appropriated, out of any money in 
the Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for 
energy and water development and related 
agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2012, and for other purposes, 
namely: 

TITLE I—CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 

CORPS OF ENGINEERS—CIVIL 
The following appropriations shall be ex-

pended under the direction of the Secretary 
of the Army and the supervision of the Chief 
of Engineers for authorized civil functions of 
the Department of the Army pertaining to 
rivers and harbors, flood and storm damage 
reduction, shore protection, aquatic eco-
system restoration, and related efforts. 

INVESTIGATIONS 
For expenses necessary when authorized by 

law for the collection and study of basic in-
formation pertaining to river and harbor, 
flood and storm damage reduction, shore 
protection, aquatic ecosystem restoration, 
and related needs; for surveys and detailed 
studies and plans and specifications of pro-
posed river and harbor, flood and storm dam-
age reduction, shore protection, and aquatic 
ecosystem restoration projects and related 
efforts prior to construction; for restudy of 
authorized projects; and for miscellaneous 
investigations and, when authorized by law, 
surveys and detailed studies and plans and 
specifications of projects prior to construc-
tion, $104,000,000, to remain available until 
expended: Provided, That except as provided 
in section 101, the amounts made available 
under this paragraph shall be expended as 
authorized by law for the programs, projects 
and activities specified in the text and table 
under this heading in the report of the Com-
mittee on Appropriations of the House of 
Representatives to accompany this Act. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KING OF IOWA 
Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I 

have an amendment at the desk. 

The CHAIR. The Clerk will report the 
amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Page 3, line 5, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000) (increased by 
$1,000,000)’’. 

The CHAIR. The gentleman is recog-
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment that decreases a line 
item by a million dollars and then in-
creases it by a million dollars is the 
parliamentarily approved method by 
which we direct some intent into this 
appropriation legislation that we have. 

As a lot of the world knows by now, 
and as I viewed from this morning as it 
was getting light as we took off from 
the Omaha airport, we have water that 
is a mile to as wide as 11 miles wide, 
and that’s just getting to Missouri, and 
it may well be wider downstream Mis-
souri. The Missouri River itself, which 
flooded in 1952, and in that year it was 
the last flood they hoped for all time. 
They built the Pick-Sloan program. 
That is six dams in the Upper Missouri 
River. The Corps of Engineers’ con-
struction of those was designed to pre-
vent a flood of similar magnitude of 
1952. 

What has happened is that in 1952— 
for awhile this year they had the larg-
est amount of water to flow down the 
Missouri River—came down in 1952 in 
April, and that was 13.2 million acre- 
feet of water. In May of this year, com-
ing out of the Missouri River, it was 
10.5 million acre-feet of water. And one 
might think we can deal with that. 
Well, we could not. 

We are flooded, and this water is 
going to stay up now for another 
month or longer. And we got the 
records from June of this year, and 
that became not 13.2 but 13.8 million 
acre-feet, more water in a single month 
than to ever come down the Missouri 
River since we have been keeping 
records. And, Mr. Chairman, that is 
just 2 months, and this continues. This 
year will be the largest volume of 
water to go down the Missouri River 
since we have been keeping records. 

Mr. DICKS. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

We don’t have a copy of the gentle-
man’s amendment. If we are going to 
start out this way without cooper-
ating—— 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I 
might point out I didn’t yield, but I 
would be happy to yield to the gen-
tleman and hopefully get you a copy. 

Mr. DICKS. We would like to have it. 
Mr. KING of Iowa. I will personally 

deliver it to you if this version is okay. 
The CHAIR. The gentleman from 

Iowa controls the time. 
Mr. KING of Iowa. Thank you, Mr. 

Chairman. 
This year, we will see more water 

come down the Missouri River than 
ever before in recorded history. And 
the result is the Corps of Engineers is 
releasing 160,000 cubic feet per second 
from Gavins Point Dam. That is the 
lowest one of the six dams. What it 
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